NZAI National Seminars 2019

Christchurch Papamahi Tauneke 3: Te Waha o te Ika  (Central Agency information and assessment-related resources)

Workshop 3a: ERO Putting the child at the centre when thinking about assessment 
(Stephanie Greaney)
Key points:
ERO’s evaluation of teaching strategies
· Investigated what schools were doing to make a difference for learners (refer to ERO’s teaching strategies reports on the ERO website)
· Teachers working hard – but only some were making a difference – they put children at the centre – clear about the purpose of assessment. We hope schools have taken the opportunity to experiment
· The schools that make a difference are doing less assessment, and using what they do more purposively.

Important questions for teachers to ask:
· What is the purpose of each particular assessment we have selected? 
· Is the information useful and used to accelerate children’s progress? (or are the assessments just something we have always done here?) 
· Are the assessment practices motivating for children? 
· Valuing children’s and peer self assessment; 
· Collecting and using information from children’s perspectives; 
· Sharing information with children and setting goals that include teacher, child and sometimes family/whānau actions; 
· Eensuring teaching obviously responds to the child’s assessment information
· Are parents part of an assessment partnership? 
· Do they contribute to, or just receive information? 
· Are they invited in at transition points?
· How do parents provide their perspectives about results? 
· Contribute information about goals?, 
· Suggest next steps?
· Develop greater partnerships as part of any child’s intervention?
· Does every child need the same assessments? Or do we need more infomration about some children’s strengths and learning needs? Additional assessments for some children to determine the specific issue(s). Different PAT, asTTle or other formal assessment that identify strengths as well as need. Ongoing assessment analysis and reporting for children involved in charter targets.
· Does the information identify teaching strengths and needs? Or is it only used to show the children’s achievement levels and progress? Recognising which practices to discard and what to keep; use for planning, monitoring and differentiating PLD, use for grouping children for specific learning needs rather than levels
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· Examples of schools trying new ideas:
· One school had done an NZCER webinar and learned how to use the assessment; used ARBs and discussed results). 
· Another school was concerned about maths – so they used only the maths PAT – and admitted they had insufficient knowledge of fractions to teach it
· Particular schools have reduced their workload by sharing information with parents and learners – send work home to ‘prove I can do...’. Siblings benefitted as well. Jimmy just needs x to reach expectations – so the school phone the parents before the holidays and so the family spent time in the holidays working with the kids on those aspects. Some schools summarised E-asTTle results in a paragraph and shared it with parents, and parents identified when the goals have been met.
· Papatoetoe North – family homework in the holidays that are then presented to the teachers – workshop activities to help parents/teachers/students on the same line....celebrate end of year children who have completed homework in each of the school holidays
Things to think about: 
· Consider what our children need (not what our teachers want); thinking about assessments that are useful e.g. abandon commercial kit and focus on improving learning and outcomes. Moderating student writing samples seem to cause most grief; 
· Writing what kids are going to do about their goal, but also what the teacher is doing
· Read the parent partnership report
· Think about PATs – who marks and analyses the information so it can be used to inform learning programmes. PD became more focused – analysed parts of writing that some teachers did well; and observations of what other teachers did differently on another aspect. E.g. used non-fiction writing with their boys who made greater progress
· Discussion activity  - talk to someone near you about:
· A recent change in an assessment approach that enabled the information collected to be used more by students, teachers, parents, leaders, trustees; 
· How you could include and fully use children’s perspectives more to contribute to information for goals setting, teacher  planning, self-revi, board reporting etc; 
· How you could share more detail with parents to establish genuine learning partnership – especially for children at risk of not achieving; 
· How your assessment information could better assist with monitoring the impacts of PLD and supporting teaching to implement new teaching approaches;
· What you might do in the future to ensure everyone is really clear about the purpose of the assessment activities deteremined as necessary in your school? 



