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Tau mai te mauri o te wānanga,

Ki runga ki ēnei pūkenga,

Kia mātāmua ai, ko te ako kounga, a te tamaiti,

Ko ia ki mua, ko ia ki muri o ēnei kōrero,

Kia puta ai ia, ki te whaiao, ki te ao mārama!

Hui e, tāiki e!

Bestow the life force of learning,
Upon these repositories,

So that aspiration of quality learning for our children is paramount,
And remains at the forefront of all of our works,

So that they may flourish and thrive,
For all eternity!

Karakia timatanga



Whakawhanaungatanga



Purpose

• to build your knowledge of literacy reading requirements
• to consider learner readiness for the assessment (CAA)
• to explore MOE resources to support teacher practice 

and learner achievement 



Tāraia te mahara, 

ka tāraia ai te rākau.

Carve the mind, 

before carving your path.



Session Goals



NCEA literacy reading 

requirements



‘Foundational literacy refers to the knowledge and 
capabilities in reading and writing that enable learners to 
access further learning, develop important life skills, engage 
in employment and in their communities. This includes an 
understanding of how to participate in Aotearoa New 
Zealand as a diverse, bicultural nation and across the wider 
Pacific region.’  



1. Learners make sense of written texts.

2. Learners read critically.

3. Learners read for different purposes.

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/learning

Big Ideas | Learning Outcomes

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/learning


Learning – Reading Matrix

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/learning 

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/learning


Reading - Learning Outcomes   

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/learning



Learning Outcomes – Reading

• Read ‘NCEA Co-requisite Learning Outcomes for Reading’

• To what extent are the knowledge and skills identified in these 
Learning Outcomes explicitly taught in your teaching and 
learning programmes?

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/learning

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/learning


Reading US 32403 v2

Demonstrate 
understanding 
of ideas and information
in written texts

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/units/pdf/32403.pdf



Reading 

US 32403

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/units/pdf/32403.pdf

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/units/pdf/32403.pdf


Reading US 32403

Assessment  

Specifications

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/NCEA/LitNum/2025-LN-Assessment-specifications/LITR-LN-spc-2025.pdf



US 32403: Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in 

written texts

• Read  a range of texts of different text types and varying lengths.

• Texts will ‘relate to a range of experiences related to everyday life 
e.g. employment opportunities, health and safety situations, 
media coverage, sports events, school or community events, and 
important individuals’.

• May require matching, labelling and multiple-choice responses.



Reading US 32403 – Assessment Specifications

• Locate facts or information
• Select appropriate vocabulary
• Describe who, what, when, where, 

how
• Recognise features of language and 

structure
• Identify main ideas
• Identify the writer’s purpose or point 

of view
• Interpret information from text 

features
• Organise information

• Distinguish relevant from irrelevant 
information

• Distinguish fact from opinion
• Identify bias | misinformation | 

omission
• Make basic inferences and 

predictions
• Make accurate generalisations
• Summarise information
• Make a recommendation based on 

information in the text
• Compare or contrast texts



Reading CAA  32403 – Term 3 2024

1. An article about a young mental health advocate
2. An infographic about sharks
3. Information about aspects of ocean navigation around the world
4. An article about two Kiwis making a difference through repurposing
5. Three texts about concerning messages / scams
6. Three texts about survival and making fire

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/past-exams-and-exemplars/litnum/32403/

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/past-exams-and-exemplars/litnum/32403/


Let’s give it a go!

• Read the CAA question provided.
• Answer the questions individually. 
• Discuss your answers with a partner.
• Identify the learning outcome assessed in each question.
• What challenges might this assessment pose for learners?

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/past-exams-and-exemplars/litnum/32403/



https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/past-exams-and-exemplars/litnum/32403/



Q.3

Reading CAA 
Term 3 2024

1K 75.25

2K 7.72

Academic 2.38

Off-list 14.65

For independent comprehension 95-98% 
of the words in a text need to be known. 

CEFR: B2+
RA:14-15 years

https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/ 
https://textinspector.com/ 
https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/
https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist 

https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/
https://textinspector.com/
https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/
https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist


Q.1

Reading CAA 
Term 3 2024

1K 81.21

2K 3.31

Academic 5.59

Off-list 10.07

For independent comprehension 95-98% 
of the words in a text need to be known. 

CEFR: B2 
RA: 14-15 years

https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/ 
https://textinspector.com/ 
https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/

https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/
https://textinspector.com/
https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/


Q.2

Reading CAA 
Term 3 2024

1K 73.09

2K 5.2

Academic 3.36

Off-list 18.35

https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/ 

https://textinspector.com/ 

https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/

For independent comprehension 95-98% 
of the words in a text need to be known. 

CEFR: B2+
RA: 13-14 years

https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/
https://textinspector.com/
https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/


Q.4

Reading CAA 
Term 3 2024

1K 73.12

2K 5.09

Academic 3.46

Off-list 18.33

For independent comprehension 95-98% 
of the words in a text need to be known. 

CEFR: B1
RA: 14 -15 years

https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/ 
https://textinspector.com/ 
https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/

https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/
https://textinspector.com/
https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/


Q.5

Reading CAA 
Term 3 2024

1K 67.45

2K 7.66

Academic 7.22

Off-list 17.67

For independent comprehension 95-98% 
of the words in a text need to be known. 

CEFR: B2 
RA: 13-14 years

https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/ 
https://textinspector.com/ 
https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/

https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/
https://textinspector.com/
https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/


Q.6

Reading CAA 
Term 3 2024

1K 73.49

2K 8.43

Academic 2.81

Off-list 15.26

For independent comprehension 95-98% 
of the words in a text need to be known. 

CEFR: B2+
RA: 12-13 years

https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/ 
https://textinspector.com/ 
https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/

https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/
https://textinspector.com/
https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/


NCEA Literacy Reading  

readiness



‘Being ready for assessment means that ākonga are demonstrating skill at the 

level appropriate to be assessed. Knowing when ākonga are ready for the 

assessment will provide them with the best opportunity to be successful and 

have a positive assessment experience.’ 

The literacy and numeracy standards are aligned to upper level 4 and lower 

level 5 of the English and Mathematics and Statistics learning areas of the 

New Zealand Curriculum (NZC). 

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/determining-%C4%81konga-readiness 

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/determining-%C4%81konga-readiness


Are your learners ready?

Kaiako observations and conversations with ākonga
e-asTTle
Progressive Achievement Tests (PATs) 
English Language Learning Progressions (ELLP)
Literacy and Numeracy for Adults Assessment Tool (LNAAT) – aligned 
to the Adult Literacy and Numeracy Learning Progressions
Pathways Awarua
LPFs and PaCT scores

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/determining-%C4%81konga-readiness 

https://e-asttle.tki.org.nz/
https://www.nzcer.org.nz/assessments/pats
https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Professional-support-for-teachers-and-teacher-aides/English-Language-Learning-Progressions
http://assessforadults.nzcer.org.nz/support/home
http://assessforadults.nzcer.org.nz/support/solutions/articles/4000125030-the-learning-progressions
https://pathwaysawarua.com/?referrer=LNAAT_EDUCATOR
https://curriculumprogresstools.education.govt.nz/support/latest-news/?ID=14
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/determining-%C4%81konga-readiness


e-asTTle and 

readiness

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/NCEA-corequisite-standards-Pilots

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/NCEA-corequisite-standards-Pilots


What the 2022 evaluation told us 

• 4A appears to be a tipping point – less than 50% chance of success if 
not at 4A

• Low chances if not at level 4 (only about 25%)

• Almost certain to achieve if at level 6 – not quite in writing (88%)

• Approximately 80% chance of achieving CAA if in Level 5 for e-asTTle



Connections between e-asTTle and the Reading CAA



Reading Learning Outcomes and e-asTTle objectives 

Big Idea 1:  Learners make sense 
of written texts.

Big Idea 2:  Learners read 
critically.

Big Idea 3: Learners read for 
different purposes.

Example e-asTTle objectives that relate to the 
big idea

• Knowledge of semantic, syntactic and visual 
grapho-phonic clues

• Find, select and retrieve information
• Skim / scan for information
• Recognise connections between visual and 

verbal information
• Knowledge of strategies to solve unknown 

words and gain meaning
• Identify structural features and characteristics 

of text
• Understand discourse / language differences 

within / between texts
• Knowledge of vocabulary
• Identify language features in contemporary 

texts
• Understand the effects of language features in 

contemporary  texts

Example e-asTTle objectives that relate to the 
big ideas

• Develop the ability to think critically about text
• Understand and interpret author’s purpose and 

intent
• Explore and evaluate author’s purpose and 

question intent
• Use prior knowledge to evaluate the accuracy 

of a text
• Read critically for: bias, stereotyping and 

propaganda
• Evaluate the effects and techniques of bias, 

stereotyping and propaganda

Example e-asTTle objectives that relate to the 
big idea

• Consistently read for meaning
• Identify and understand main ideas
• Understand detail to support main ideas
• Understand and interpret information 

accurately
• Understand meanings or ideas in contemporary 

texts
• Make links between aspects of texts
• Identify, understand and interpret intertextuality 

in texts (the relationship between texts)



Example: e-asTTle Individual Learning Pathway report



Example of student self-monitoring for reading
Monitoring my progress e-asTTle Next steps… I need to focus on…

e-asTTle 
grade

5A

5P 1. Skimming and 
scanning for 
information

1. Punctuation

5B
4 2. Inferring information 2. Understand author’s 

purpose and intent

4A
3 3. Consistently red for 

meaning
3. Use grammatically 

correct structures

4P
2 4. Evaluating author’s 

purpose
4. Identify and discuss 

purpose of text

4B

3A 1

3P

3B

2A

2P

2B

1A

1P

1B

T1 year 9 T3 year 9 T1 year 10 T2 year 10

Time of assessment



Example: Using e-asTTle to inform teaching and learning



Other aspects of readiness

• Affective factors e.g. confidence, stamina, self-efficacy
• Whānau support
• Digital skills e.g. familiarity with the Assessment Master 

platform
• CAA practice opportunities
• Test-taking strategies e.g. answering multiple-choice 

questions



Exploring MOE literacy 
resources

 



Effective Practices that support NCEA Literacy

1.  Share a positive and productive attitude to literacy.

2.  Provide many opportunities for learners to read and write.*

3.  Connect reading and writing.

4.  Show how you read and write.

5.  Support learners to read critically across texts. 

6.  Build vocabulary knowledge.*

7.  Scaffold learners’ writing by focusing on text structure.*

8.  Scaffold learners’ writing by focusing on language.*

9.  Use a writer’s checklist.

10. Give feedback on learners’ writing.*
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/teaching

         

▾



Literacy Pedagogy Guides
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/teaching



Literacy Pedagogy 
Guides



temahau.govt.nz42

Supports and Resources Available for Literacy and Numeracy 

NCEA Literacy Resource Bank

https://tinyurl.com/33rd7rwt 

https://ncea-live-3-storagestack-53q-assetstorages3bucket-2o21xte0r81u.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2024-02/NCEA%20Literacy%20Resource%20Bank.pdf?VersionId=vesQvIGjVW5e7M4mB5y3qfKa_4AOwHRZ
https://tinyurl.com/33rd7rwt


https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-numeracy-curated-resource-bank



NCEA Literacy and Numeracy Resources for Kaiako 

 

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy-resources#:~:text=Unpacking%20Co%2Drequisite%20Outcomes,-%5B%20Accordion%20%5D&text=They%20are%20designed%20to%20help,each%20of%20the%20standard%20outcomes


Reading Strategies

NCEA Literacy and Numeracy Resources for Kaiako 

 

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy-resources#:~:text=Unpacking%20Co%2Drequisite%20Outcomes,-%5B%20Accordion%20%5D&text=They%20are%20designed%20to%20help,each%20of%20the%20standard%20outcomes


Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9 to 13

Secondary Literacy: A Teacher’s Handbook

AdLit: All about Adolescent Literacy

ESOL Teaching Strategies

Secondary Literacy Online

Other literacy reading resources

https://literacyonline.tki.org.nz/Literacy-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Effective-Literacy-Strategies-in-Years-9-13
https://www.simplylitnz.co.nz/
https://www.adlit.org/
https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies/Oral-Language/Speaking-strategies/Think-pair-share
https://literacyonline.tki.org.nz/Literacy-Online/Secondary-Literacy


Patai? 



Thank you for your participation in our 
workshop  today. 



Karakia whakamutunga

Tēnei rā te whakairi ake i te kete o te wānanga,

Tōna mauri nō runga, nō Rangi, nō raro, nō Papa,

Tēnei te mauri o te mātauranga ka whakatakina ake,

Kia wātea ai ēnei pūkenga,

Hui e, tāiki e!

May we close these discussions of learning,
Whose essence is derived from both divine and earthly sources,

The life force of knowledge is reaffirmed  
to allow this gathering to finish, 

Forever bound!
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