
Demystifying Literacy 
and Numeracy 
Assessments



Assessment Design
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Common Assessment Activities (CAAs) – elicit student evidence that 
meets the requirements of the standards

Mostly short answer and selected item responses (e.g. multiple-choice)

Writing – two longer pieces of writing of around 250 words

Extensive quality assurance process to ensure the CAAs are:

▪ Fair and inclusive

▪ At the right curriculum level



Digital Format
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Preparing students for their future

Authentic, real-world approach to 
functional literacy in digital world

Replicates modern ways of working

 150,000+ Literacy and Numeracy 
assessments in September 2024



Delivering the Assessments
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Enables functionality supporting all 
students 

▪ Spell check, text-to-speech, use of 
assistive technologies

Greater use of relevant, engaging and 
culturally appropriate stimulus 
materials

Eliminates some traditional barriers, 
especially for disabled students

Greater flexibility in scheduling



Assessing Student Readiness
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 Important to student success and a positive assessment experience

Students are demonstrating skill at the level appropriate to be assessed

Working at upper level 4 or lower level 5 of the English and/or 
Mathematics and Statistics learning area

Ministry of Education provides information and resources to assess 
student readiness

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/determining-%C4%81konga-readiness#paragraph-17736



Preparing Students for Assessment
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Plan and develop subject specific literacy 
and numeracy practices for teaching and 
learning

Provide opportunities for students to 
practise, including using devices

Monitor student progress and determine 
student readiness for assessment

Develop students’ test-taking skills and 
techniques

Familiarise students with the assessment 
format and digital assessment platform



Past Digital Assessments
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Have a Play

NZQA provides information and resources to 
help students prepare for digital 
assessments

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/external-
assessment/about-digital-external-assessment/preparation-
for-students/

Use past digital assessments for practice 
and preparation

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-exams-and-
portfolios/external/digital-exams/find-past-digital-exams/



Special Assessment Conditions
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Extra support for otherwise capable students

All currently available provisions are applicable for the CAAs

No formal application to NZQA required 

Schools use professional judgement and knowledge of individual 
students to make decisions

NZQA provides advice, support and guidance to assist schools



Marking and Results
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Purpose – minimum requirements for 
award of the new NCEA co-requisite

Sufficient evidence overall

At least some evidence for all 
requirements of the standard

Not graded – met the standard, or not

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.missbsresources.com/teaching-and-learning/making-marking-manageable
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Student Feedback
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 Individual reports for students who did not 
achieve

Related to requirements of the standard

 Identify strengths and areas requiring 
improvement

To be read in conjunction with standard 
and assessment report

Consolidated reports for teachers



Unpacking Co-requisite Outcomes

Resources are available to support teachers 
in reading student feedback reports 

Provide suggested teaching and learning 
activities to support literacy teaching and 
learning

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-
numeracy-resources#resource-guides
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Shortened Timeframes Project
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Response to feedback from the sector

Timeframe for results release halved

More time for teachers to support students who do 
not achieve

Reading computer marked since 2021

 Implementing Automated Text Scoring for Writing 
and computer marking parts of Numeracy

Confidence from trial in 2024 – reliable and accurate

N/A boundary responses will be check marked by 
human markers



Resources for School 
Leaders

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-
numeracy-resources
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NCEA Literacy and Numeracy Curated Resource Bank
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https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-
numeracy-curated-resource-
bank#inclusive-practice-for-ncea-
literacy-and-numeracy



He Pātai?
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Kia ora
Thank you

www.nzqa.govt.nz

sue.chalmers@nzqa.govt.nz

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/
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