
PAT Tuhituhi | PAT Writing 



Kupu whakataki Introduction

• Develop an understanding of the PAT: Tuhituhi framework for Years 5 - 10

• Explore the writing genres and rubrics used for the assessment 

• Discuss the administration and marking of the assessment

• View a sample report format currently available and how to use to support 
teaching and learning

• Share the development of the Year 3 -4 paper-based PAT: Tuhituhi tool



PAT Tuhituhi | Writing

• A standardised online writing assessment Years 5 - 10                     
(Years 3 - 4 available in Term 2)

• Aligns to the English learning area of the new curriculum
• Four writing prompts per year  bracket  (Y5-6 | Y7-8 | Y9-10)
• Assessment includes planning, writing and editing process
• Spelling & Grammar checker built into assessment
• Utilises AI and structured rubrics to auto-mark learners’ written 

responses
• Norms in development Term 2



PAT Tuhituhi | PAT Writing genre

Recount

Explain

Narrate

Persuade

Each year level group (Y5 - 6,  Y7 - 8,  Y9 - 10) has a 
recommended prompt for each genre



5/11/2026 5

Prompt examples 
Years 5 - 6
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Prompt examples 
Years 7 - 8



Rubrics assess 5 elements

Focus and Purpose

Content development and elaboration

Organisation

Language use, voice, and style

Mechanics and conventions



5 Elements

Score 

categories

1 - 6

Rubrics – one for each genre

• Progress indicators 
represent a 
progression of 
writing for each 
element

• Scoring is subject 
related

• Scoring is not age 
related

• Rubric allows for  
true position and 
progress in writing 
elements



Exploring ‘Narrate rubric and exemplars’ 



Administering the 

assessment



Administering the assessment

Kaiako support ākonga planning, idea generation and fact finding prior.

Ākonga respond to a given prompt (narrate, recount, persuade, explain).

Ākonga have 34 mins to plan, write and edit – with the use of online tools.

Ākonga are asked to complete a short reflection activity.

The submitted response is autoscored and automatically provided with holistic feedback.



Key discussion points with ākonga
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• Practice writing online e.g. responses in reading.

• Discuss and practice using editing tools:   

     Highlight     Delete     Undo      Enter    Backspace  

• Discuss with ākonga the purpose is see what they can write 

independently online. Reinforce the focus is on learning and not the 

mark.

• If appropriate discuss responsible AI use and that it’s not being 

used in this assessment.



Kaiako - Preview the assessment

Ākonga – Show the assessment 
demo to class
https://www.nzcer.org.nz/assessments/pats/tuhituhi-writing



Automarking



Automated marking system

• Uses automated scoring system called Intellimetric 

developed by Vantage. Techniques include natural language 

processing, text analysis and statistical model.

• Programmed by expert human markers as part of the 

development process.

• Trained on Aotearoa-specific rubrics and tasks adapted to fit 

our context.

• Functionality available for kaiako  to manually mark the text 

if required.



Off-topic – writing does not align with the writing task

Repetitious 

Unknown words

Insufficient development 

Poor syntax 

Copied question

Unable to be auto-marked – some results require a 

NEEDS REVIEW for the following reasons:



Current reporting available
Teachers Working Together Images – Browse 32,322 Stock Photos, Vectors, and  Video | Adobe Stock

http://www.nzcerassist.org.nz/


Current reports available
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• Individual reports show ākonga performance 

across the five rubric elements ​.

• Rubric list reports are for group-level analysis ​.

• Student reflections give insight into how ākonga 

feel about writing.



List Report

5/11/2026 19



5/11/2026 20

Individual  Report
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Individual Report – additional

Holistic comment (AI),  Writing Planning Editing TABS, Self review



Persuasive writing

Year 7

Reporting example
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Y

Paper based assessment 

• Same four genre (explain, persuade, narrate, recount)

• One rubric that covers all four genre – specifically adapted for writing development at Year 3 – 4

• Rubric has more variation in some score categories as some areas needed more granular view

• Tool does not assess handwriting 

Tool development process

• Trial process with schools across New Zealand (end Term 1)

• Scripts being marked against the adapted rubric that reflect

• Marking of scripts is validating the rubric

• Research informed and this reflect the scores from students writing

Release of new tool

• Pushing for availability beginning of Term 2 with manual marking against the rubric

• Scoring available mid-term 2 including entering into NZCER Assist

Future development

• Paper or online assessment selection, at the moment separate scoring systems due to the mode.

• Auto marking will come later for Year 3 – 4 and paper mode assessments

• Exemplars to support Year 3 – 4 writing 
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Year 3 – 4 PAT Tuhituhi development
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Year 3 – 4 PAT Tuhituhi Elements (draft)
Element Elaboration

Focus and purpose (5) The relevance and quality of ideas students have expressed and how 

focused these ideas are throughout the response. 

Content development and 

elaboration (5)

The elaboration of ideas. 

Organisation (5) The overall arrangement of ideas and how this creates cohesion. 

Language elements (5) The use of specific and relevant language elements and techniques to 

inform, narrate, and persuade, and how developed these are. 

Vocabulary and tone (5) The range, quality, and effectiveness of vocabulary choices, and how 

this creates and maintains purposeful style and tone. 

Sentence structure (6) The control and accuracy of sentence structures. 

Spelling (6) The accuracy of spelling attempts, in the context of the difficulty of the 

words a child has chosen to spell. 

Punctuation (7) The accurate and varied use of sentence punctuation markers to guide 

reading. 

(#) Number of score categories
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DRAFT Prompts
Years 3 - 4

Explain

Persuade

Recount

Narrate



Y

National reference information (norms) – Term 2

Full reports - Term 2

• Year group and collated class reports (the equivalent of an item report, 
showing how ākonga collectively responded to particular tasks or genre)

• Schoolwide reporting including ethnicity, scale level and gender filters

• Whānau reports, including where a student’s piece of writing sits within the new 
progress descriptors. 

Larger library of prompts to be developed

Teacher generated prompt function is in development and use Assist to mark

On-going review and improvements to the scoring model and tasks.
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Future PAT: Tuhituhi developments
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Implementation and 

support

Kaiako guide available online

assessmentservices@nzcer.org.nz

Kaiako guide available online

Helpdesk provides administrative and 
technical support.

assessmentservices@nzcer.org.nz.

Education advisors offer schools and sector 
online or face to face PLD and analysis support 

education.adviser@nzcer.org.nz

Implementation and support

https://www.nzcer.org.nz/assessments/pats/tuhituhi-writing
mailto:assessmentservices@nzcer.org.nz
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