
Progress reporting using PATs



Kupu whakatai Introduction

Analyse data in the context of an overarching progress story. 

It will help you understand whether teaching and learning programmes 

are making a difference for all students, and to understand what 

assessment information can do to inform your strategic direction.

• Place of PATs in the wider assessment picture

• Stanines and scales scores reminder

• Progress and Achievement
• Aggregated report (calendar year)

• Aggregated progress report (over multiple years)

• Progress score report (new)

• Learner progress reports (all assessments)

• Whānau reports (reading, writing and maths)
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Stanines and Scale scores



What is your understanding of stanines 

and scale scores?

How are these used and talked about 

at your school?
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Scale scores Stanines

A scale score places student 

achievement on a scale that spans 

year levels and is particularly useful for 

understanding growth over time. Each 

assessment has its own PAT scale.

A stanine puts the results from a test 

into one of nine broad bands that 

shows how a student’s performance 

compares to a national reference 

group at their particular year level.

Scale scores support a view of 

progress and a way to monitor change 

over time.

It is important to remember that 

stanines reflect a comparison to a 

group of students at a particular year 

level in Term 1.

Scale scores are reported with a 

margin of measurement error. This 

reflects that the result is an estimate 

and a range of achievement rather, not 

a single fixed point.

A change of two or more stanines is 

more likely to represent a genuine 

difference in achievement relative to 

the national norms.

Two views of reporting



Stanines
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Stanines are used to compare an individual student’s achievement with the 

results obtained by a national reference sample chosen to represent a certain year 

level. Stanines divide the distribution of results for a year group, into nine categories 

(bands). Most students, when compared with their own year level, achieve around 

stanines four, five, and six. Stanines seven, eight, and nine represent comparatively 

high achievement for a year group, while stanines one, two, and three indicate 

comparatively low achievement.   



Scale scores
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• The scores for an assessment are based on the number of 

questions that ākonga have answered correctly. This number is 

sometimes referred to as the raw score.

• The raw score is converted to a scale score on the relevant 

measurement scale. There are separate PAT scales for each 

assessment. (e.g., PATm, PATc)

• Every question has been located on the same scale. This provides 

a sense of their relative difficulty. A scale score can be interpreted 

in terms of the kind of questions ākonga are likely to answer 

successfully. 

• This scale allows achievement to be compared and tracked over 

time regardless of which assessments were administered. 



Question level of difficulty



Progress over time
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• average one year scale score progress 

• a guide to compare progress for an individual ākonga  

between multiple assessment time points

• snapshot of progress and achievement that is one 

piece of the puzzle that you know about your ākonga



Aggregated
report

(calendar year)



Progress over
time report

(over multiple years)



Progress score
Report

(new)



Learner progress report



Whānau 
reports



PAT reports

NZCER 

Assist

https://www.nzcerassist.org.nz/login
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